                                                                                                    
AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF ASTLEY ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
Tuesday 11TH November 2025 AT 7.30PM In Village Hall Cross Lane Head.

1. Public Session:
2. Acceptance of Apologies:   
3. Dispensations:    
4. Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9TH September 2025. 
5. Shropshire Council report.                  
6. Finance:   a.  Invoices to pay.
                                 1. Mrs. J Madeley £636.92 fpo
                                 2. Astley Abbotts village Hall £50.00 fpo
                                 3. Mrs S Morris £75.00 planter filling. fpo
                                 4. Med Uk £2928.00 fpo
                                 5. HMRC £250.91 dd
       b.   Bank Reconciliation.   
       c.   quarterly report Sept 25
       d.   First draft of budget. 
       e.   Cost of May 25 election.
      7.   Planning:
            a.  New Applications:
· 25/02837/FUL Installation of solar panels on the car port.  Colemore Farm Colemore Green Bridgnorth. 
      b.  See between meetings:
   c.   Decisions. 
·  25/02971/FUL Erection of single storey side and rear extension.  Little Binnal Farm Nordley Bridgnorth.
                   Grant full planning permission.
   d   Any other urgent planning matters.       
      8. Car park: a. Maintenance.            
      9. Defibrillator Project:  
            a. units.        
            b. replacement of defib at Car Park Astley Abbotts. (see report) 
            c. Consider installation of a defibrillator at Colemore Green.   
    10. Highways Maintenance. a.
    11. Pavement LWIP. 
       12. Communications see report from Cllr Allen 
    13. Litter. Shropshire together volunteers | Shropshire Council
            14. Police and Highways matters:  
                   a. Consider purchase of village gates for Cross Lane Head. See links
                   b. Speeding in Astley Abbotts
            15. Correspondence:
                    a.  Shropshire Council Shropshire Speaks up campaign in support of 
 white Ribbon Day.
b. Town and Parish Council nature recovery workbook SALC.
c.  Terrorism(protection of premises)Act 2025 Overarching factsheet. (martyns Law)
            16. Date of the next scheduled Tuesday 13th January 2026.  























Report


         
12. Improving communications proposal for discussion
– Astley Abbotts Parish Council (AAPC) - November 2025
Background
Communications methods and expectations have changed significantly in recent years. It is clear many people are not aware of how AAPC operates so it is proposed that AAPC updates its methods to enhance transparency and engagement with the community.
Currently communication is mainly via the AAPC website and the notice boards.

Some considerations
The clerk is responsible for all official communications and this should remain a key principle to ensure all communications represent the views of the whole PC and not the individual members. AAPC official communications have to be factual, unbiased and centralised to avoid legal issues and miscommunication.
   Aside from the AAPC website and parish noticeboards there is currently no single channel of communication that covers the whole parish. Some parts of the parish may receive more communications than others eg AA 
   Whatsapp group.  LGA act 1972 clearly says all communications from the parish council should be from the clerk.

Some parishioners may be less tech savvy and not be inclined to engage in online channels so this needs to be addressed.
Parish Council issues can only be decided upon at PC meetings. Care should be taken to encourage public attendance at PC meetings as opposed to online debates.
   Consideration should be given to the time needed to invest in setting up and maintaining new channels vs the benefits.

    From experience the village hall will be full in any community if there is something that concerns residents.  This has happened in the past at Astley Abbotts.
Proposals
The following are proposed taking into account the considerations described above.
Leaflet:
- Develop a small leaflet to be delivered to all households in the parish reintroducing the AAPC. This would ensure all parishioners are informed, not just tech savvy ones.
- This would include information about meeting frequency, where minutes are published, purpose of the public section of the PC meeting, what the AAPC is responsible for/not responsible for, how to raise an issue and who to contact.
- Leaflet can signpost people to other channels of communication we agree on such as whatsapp or facebook
- Leaflet will have a QR code to give easy access to the AAPC website for more info about councillors etc.
- Information that could date (eg names of councillors) would not be included
- Stock to be maintained for newcomers.
- Distribution: the Café Church prints 140 leaflets but does not include Linley Brook. 140 leaflets could cost approx. £50 to produce.  Who will distribute? 
Whatsapp:
- Better utilise any existing WhatsApp groups to remind parishioners of upcoming meetings, let them know when minutes are published, road closures or better communicate on hot topics
- These simple acts can enhance the feeling of transparency and give people a feeling they have the option to come
- Councillors who live in an area not covered by a Whatapp group could consider the feasibility of setting one up for their village.
- Whatsapp is good to inform and collect views but care needs to be taken by councillors not to express views on council business that may not represent the whole AAPC.

    Clerk only knows of the AA whatsapp group and apparently is not allowed to join.  So will be unable to post.


Facebook page:
Consider setting up a FB page for the AAPC. A page is the most common format for public organisations and only the administrators can post topics - anyone can comment on those posts and anyone can see those comments unless removed by admins. A FB page could enhance feelings of transparency.  Clerk has fb pages for several of the other pcs she works for.  Very little traffic but there.
Thought should be given to:
- what additional information we could feasibly communicate via the FB page that we can’t communicate on other channels and balance that with the additional effort required
- how we would deal promptly with comments or potential trolls
- who would be administrators given the clerk may not be expected to maintain all channels
- a FB page that is not frequently maintained nor updated with interesting information can look as bad as not having a page at all.
- the AAPC website should continue to house the agenda/minutes/councillor names as the sole source of information in case of updates. If a FB page were created it should provide links to the AAPC website instead of replicating the info.  It is a legal requirement to populate the website.
- links can be made to other parish organisations such as the AA Village Hall Committee FB page and St Calixtus page to give a wider community feel.

  Clerk is paid 6hrs a week currently these are filled and any extra work would need to include extra hours.  At this time 
Clerk does not have extra hours in her life.   Consideration needs to be made on how the pc stays within the law, fulfils all requirements under GDPR regulations  and working time to carry out all this.  Clerk is not saying its not possible it has to be weighed up costs again benefit.  Clerk is paid £15.31 an hour 6 hrs a week.  None of this means it shouldn’t be done just it needs to be considered.



13. Litter 
       Councillor Aston wonders about volunteer litter picking this is possible but not on the B4373. Parish council can purchase grabbers and hi viz.  clerk can provide a risk assessment and all other paperwork required.


14. a     ⁣Glasdon Village Gateway - Boundary Sign - Free Delivery - Glasdon UK

         Gateway Sign - Earth Anchors
     


14b.  
Response after the traffic survey. 18.1.24

“Thanks for your mail below regarding the next steps with regard to Astley Abbotts following the results of the speed survey
 
The results indicate that speeds are generally below 30mp which is good news, however as these speeds indicate these is not a speeding issue it is unlikely that a 30mph limit can be justified on the basis of these results which I understand will be disappointing news. With such limited funding I need to concentrate on implementing speed limits around the south of the  county where we do have issues or road traffic collision
 
   That is not to say I belittle the need for a speed limit at Astley Abbotts its just that I have more pressing concerns which need to be addressed elsewhere and unfortunately my funding does not go very far with such a big area to cover
 
Having said that I understand the concerns of the residents in Astley Abbotts and maybe we can look some other options other than a speed limit
 
Such examples could be village gateway signage or other signage particularly where the road narrows these could be enhanced through additional road markings such as SLOW at pertinent points within the village
 
   To that end I have placed this on my list of potential future schemes where it will have to compete amongst other similar projects to be done on a priority basis. This means that is no guarantees as to when things might get implemented as the list as you can imagine is a long one
 
In addition you can put these traffic management works in your place plan or fund the works yourself through the parish funds
 
I am sorry I could not bring you better news and appreciate that you may be disappointed by the outcome but unfortunately my hands are tied.”

The three sites used were chosen with guidance from the trained highways engineer and residents.  Using the guidance highways engineers are required to use and residents concerns. Data from the devices has been circulated.







