


                                         
MINUTES  FOR THE MEETING OF ASTLEY ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL  HELD ON 
Tuesday 13TH January 2026 AT 7.30PM In Village Hall Cross Lane Head.

1. Public Session:
No members of the public were present. 
2. Acceptance of Apologies:
Apologies were accepted from Councillor Allen.  Present Councillors Elcock, Davies, Haden, Aston, Nash, Morris, Holding and Turbin.  Also, present Shropshire Councillor Hollyhead. 
3. Dispensations: 
Councillor Holding declared an interest in item 6f. 
4. Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11th November 2025. 
It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11th November 2025. 
5. Shropshire Council report.   
Councillor Hollyhead reported on the latest update regarding Devolution.  There are some concerns within Shropshire Councillor opposition parties that the devolution plans are a stealth way of increasing council tax.     He also reported he had spoken to the Planning enforcement team.  Any investigation into possible enforcement matters remain confidential and is not shared with the public.  He confirmed the concerns at a site within the Parish were investigated and there were no issues.     
6. Finance:  
         a.  Invoices to pay.  It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices:  
                               1. Mrs. J Madeley £636.92 fpo
                                 2. Astley Abbotts village Hall £50.00 fpo
                                 3. Shropshire Council £125.00   fpo
                                 4. Bridgnorth Print £57.00 fpo     
       b.   Bank Reconciliation.    
              
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2026
	 

	 
	
	£

	 
	Balance b/f 31.03.26
	8834.50

	 
	Plus income
	8955.09

	 
	Total
	17789.59

	 
	Less: expenditure
	5516.56

	 
	Total
	12273.03

	 
	
	 

	 
	Balances at 31.03.26
	Dec-25

	 
	
	 

	 
	Current account Lloyds
	3197.75

	 
	Interest savings
	             9,075.28 

	 
	
	 

	 
	Less: unpresented expenses

	 
	Add unpresented income
	 

	 
	Total 
	           12,273.03 


             
       c.   Consider and approve Budget for year ended 31.3.27
               It was RESOLVED to accept the budget presented by the clerk. A copy of which is attached to these minutes. 
       d.   Consider precept amount and approve. 
               It was RESOLVED to raise a precept of £8500.00.  a Band D property will pay £34.22 an increase of 4.22 per annum. 
       e.  Assertion 10.  Requirements
             1. individual email addresses for all Councillors using domain name.  Clerk presented a quote from website provider for £15.00 per email box.  It was RESOLVED to ask Vision ICT to set up an email address for each Councillor.  
             2. IT Policy see below.
                  Clerk to present a developed policy to the March meeting. 
             3. appoint a data controller (clerk must be an officer).  It was RESOLVED to appoint the clerk to the role. 
             4. Website complaint with WCAG 2.2 AA accessibility.  The Parish Council already has a website that is compliant with WCAG 2.2 AA accessibility.
       f.  Consider grant to Astley Abbotts PCC for churchyard maintenance.
            It was RESOLVED to grant £500.00 to Astley Abbotts PCC for towards the costs of churchyard maintenance. 
       g.  Quarterly report to December 2025
             Clerk presented a small report with no new items to award. 
       7.   Planning:
           a.  New Applications:
      b.  See between meetings:
· 25/04380/FUL Clee View Cross Lane Head Proposed two storey side and rear extension. (no objection). noted. 
   c.   Decisions. 
· 25/03589/CPL Application for a lawful development certificate for the proposed siting of a mobile cabin.  Stone Croft Astley Abbotts.  Lawful.
· 25/04543/AG1 The Boldings Astley Abbotts. Erection of an agricultural building to store farm machinery.  Prior approval is not required. 
d. Shropshire Local Plan programme. Noted. 
   e. Any other urgent planning matters. 
8. Car park: a. Maintenance.  All up to date.      
                  b. Use of car park by stw contractors. Clerk has presented the following conditions to the contractor.  Clerk asks for support with the defibrillator installation from STW and purchase of new one.  
                    c.  Risk Assessment of car park. Clerk has completed the risk assessment and also taken photos of the condition at present.   
           9. Defibrillator Project:  
            a. units.        
            b. replacement of defib at Car Park Astley Abbotts. Clerk to liaise with STW and contractors. 
   11. Highways Maintenance. a.no update.
        12. Pavement LWIP.  No update 
        13. Memorandum of understanding between Shropshire Council and parish Council.  Devolution of services. After discussion it was RESOLVED to hold off for now.  
              a. Partnership working research group workshop session. Clerk reported on the working research event.  Councillor Allen and clerk attended and made sure the information about rural living was on the wall.             
              c. update on Shropshire Council plans. Clerk has a large document with information about services that are being worked through to devolve.  
                14. Police and Highways matters:   Hare coursing has been observed in the parish.  It is essential such matters are reported to West Mercia police.                
                15. Correspondence:
                     a. SALC Training programme. Noted. 
                     b. Shropshire Council expression of interests invited for Shropshire Schools library service. Noted. 
              16. Date of the next scheduled 10th March Tuesday 2026.  The meeting was declared closed at 8.47.























         
