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AGENDA FOR THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF ASTLEY ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
Tuesday 13 October 2026 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Cross Lane Head
1. Public Session:
Members of the public may raise matters relating to the parish during the public session from 7.30 pm to 7.45 pm.
2. Record members present.
3. To receive and approve apologies for absence.
4. To receive declarations of interest and consider any requests for dispensations.
   5.      Planning Applications:
a.    New Applications:
26/03495/OUT Proposed Residential Development Lane North of   Plowden Cross Lane Head Bridgnorth.  Outline application (access, layout and scale) for erection of 5 dwellings.  (see report).
b.  Decisions.
c.  Any other planning matters.
Response to Shropshire Council Local Plan Consultation 
   6. Shropshire Council report.
    7. West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner Town and Parish Council Survey.  To be completed at the meeting.    
8. Date of the next scheduled meeting: Tuesday 10 November 2026.
REPORT
Planning application 26/03495/OUT

Purpose of the report: To assist the Parish Council in deciding whether to support, make no comment on, or object to planning application 26/03495/OUT, and to agree the reasons for its response to Shropshire Council.

Astley Abbotts Parish Council considers each planning application on its individual merits and against the Parish Council’s development policy. The relevant policy states:
“Any New Development:  All new development will be opposed unless there is a proven need.  E.g.  Connected to agriculture or affordable housing where there is a proven need. (Shropshire Council Local Development Framework Policy CS1 Strategic Approach and CS5 Countryside and Green Belt).  Any new dwellings development applications on an exception site must be supported by an approved housing needs survey or fulfil the requirements of current Shropshire Council policies and emerging policies relating to development on such sites.  “
The Parish Council may choose one of the following responses and add to them:
Support.

1. No objection.

2. If the application is permitted Astley Abbotts PC asks the number of homes to be built is specified as five in the consent.  There is ambiguity in the planning application documents. 

Neutral

1. No comment.
2. If the application is permitted AAPC asks the number of homes to be built is specified as five in the consent.  There is ambiguity in the planning application documents. 

Objections

1. Object in line with Parish Council planning policy.

2. Object because the site is within Astley Abbotts Parish and is subject to the relevant Shropshire Council Local Plan policies.

CS5: Countryside and Green Belt
 New development will be strictly controlled in accordance with national planning policies protecting the countryside and Green Belt.

 Subject to the further controls over development that apply to the Green Belt, development proposals on appropriate sites which maintain and enhance countryside vitality and character will be permitted where they improve the sustainability of rural communities by bringing local economic and community benefits, particularly where they relate to:

 • Small-scale new economic development diversifying the rural economy, including farm diversification schemes; 

• dwellings to house agricultural, forestry or other essential countryside workers and other affordable housing / accommodation to meet a local need in accordance with national planning policies and Policies CS11 and CS12; -With regard to the above two types of development, applicants will be required to demonstrate the need and benefit for the development proposed.

 Development will be expected to take place primarily in recognisable named settlements or be linked to other existing development and business activity where this is appropriate. • Agricultural/horticultural/forestry/mineral related development, although proposals for large scale new development will be required to demonstrate that there are no unacceptable adverse environmental impacts; 

• The retention and appropriate expansion of an existing established business, unless relocation to a suitable site within a settlement would be more appropriate;

 • The conversion or replacement of suitably located buildings for small scale economic development / employment generating use; 

• Sustainable rural tourism and leisure and recreation proposals which require a countryside location, in accordance with Policies CS16 and CS17; 

• Required community uses and infrastructure which cannot be accommodated within settlements;

 • Conversion of rural buildings which take account of and make a positive contribution to the character of the buildings and the countryside. Proposals for conversions will be considered with regard to the principles of PPS4, giving equal priority to the following uses:-small scale economic development/employment generating use, including live-work proposals and tourism uses;-affordable housing to meet local need (including agricultural workers dwellings);-other uses appropriate to a countryside location .
               CS12: Gypsy and Traveller Provision.  n/a in this case. 

               CS16: Tourism, Culture and Leisure n/a in this case. 

 CS17: Environmental Networks Development will identify, protect, enhance, expand and   connect Shropshire’s environmental assets, to create a multifunctional network of natural and historic resources. This will be achieved by ensuring that all development: 
• Protects and enhances the diversity, high quality and local character of Shropshire’s natural, built and historic environment, and does not adversely affect the visual, ecological, geological, heritage or recreational values and functions of these assets, their immediate surroundings or their connecting corridors; 
• Contributes to local distinctiveness, having regard to the quality of Shropshire’s environment, including landscape, biodiversity and heritage assets, such as the Shropshire Hills AONB, the Meres and Mosses and the World Heritage Sites at Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal and Ironbridge Gorge;
 • Does not have a significant adverse impact on Shropshire’s environmental assets and does not create barriers or sever links between dependant sites; 
• Secures financial contributions, in accordance with Policies CS8 and CS9, towards the creation of new, and improvement to existing, environmental sites and corridors, the removal of barriers between sites, and provision for long term management and maintenance. Sites and corridors are identified in the LDF evidence base and will be regularly monitored and updated.
3. The current affordable homes policy for self builds has strict criteria for development by individuals who can claim a strong local connection and fulfil the requirements of the policy. There is no evidence on how this will be fulfilled.  The alternative would be a housing needs survey proving a need and local authority and a housing association working to fulfil the evidenced housing need. 

4. No housing needs survey for the parish has been provided to demonstrate a need for the type of housing proposed.  Astley Abbotts Parish Council has not been invited by Shropshire Council’s housing service to assist with such a survey.
5. The submitted bus timetable shows that the daytime service is infrequent, which limits the site’s accessibility by public transport.
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Lapwing Gate (opp), Priorslee - - - - - - - - 15:15 - - - -
Bus Station (Stand B), Wellington - - - - - - - - - 16:1 171 - -
Whitehouse Hotel (adj), Wellin... - - - - - - - - - 16:15  17:15 - -
Bus Station (Stand L), Telford T...  06:20 07:20 09:30 10:30 11:30 12:30 13:30  14:30 15:30 16:30 17:30  18:30  20:10
Medical Practice (adj), Lawley 06:28 07:28 09:38 10:38 11:38 12:38 13:38  14:38  15:38 16:38  17:38  18:38  20:18
Lightmoor Square (opp), Hors... 06:43 07:43 09:53 10:53 11:53 12:53 13:53 14:53 15:53 16:53 17:53 18:53 20:33

Madeley Centre (Stand C), Ma... 06:53 07:53 10:03 11:03 12:03 13:03 14:03 15:03 16:03 17:03 18:03 19:03 20:43
Caughley Crescent Jct (opp), B..  07:08 08:08 10:18 n:18 1218 13:18  14:18 1518  16:18 1718 18:18  19:18  20:58

The Square (adj), Broseley, 07:12 0812 10:22 1:22 12:22 13:22  14:22 1522 16:23  17:23  18:23  19:22  21:02
New Road Jct (opp), Much Wen... - - - 1:37 - 13:37 - 15:37 - - - - -
Library (opp), Broseley 07:19 0819 10:29 - 12:29 - 14:29 - 16:29  17:29  18:29  19:29  21:09

ainsbury's (opp), High Town 07:32 08:34 10:42 - 12:42 - 14:42 - 16:42  17:42  18:42  19:42 -
) osters Arms PH (adj), Low Town - 08:39 - - - - - - - - - 19:46 -





6. The application describes the three-acre grass field as being of little agricultural use. Photographs attached by Astley Abbotts Parish Council show that the field has recently been grazed by sheep. A field of this size can be useful to livestock, agricultural and equine businesses. Although the site adjoins the ribbon development at Cross Lane Head, it is surrounded by agricultural land and businesses, as shown in the photographs in the design and access statement.
The photographs demonstrate the field’s recent use for grazing and its practical value as a smaller agricultural enclosure.
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7. The 30 mph speed limit ends before the proposed site access. At that point, the road is subject to the national speed limit, and the lane towards Astley Abbotts narrows to a single track as it enters the village.
8. Shropshire Council’s rights-of-way map shows a public right of way along the northern boundary of the site, but this is not identified in the planning application documents.

9. If the application is permitted AAPC asks the number of homes to be built is specified as five in the consent.  There is ambiguity in the planning application documents. 
10. For the reasons set out above, Astley Abbotts Parish Council considers that the relevant Local Plan policies outweigh the arguments advanced in favour of the development.

SEA  Scoping Report Questionnaire.
There are two things to consider with this report.

1. Does the parish council wish to respond.

2. What response is needed to each question.

    Police and Crime Commissioner Parish and Town Council Survey.
 A copy of the survey has been included in the email to Councillors.  This survey is to be completed as a parish council and not submitted by individuals.  Please read the document and come ready complete as a parish council. 

